APPENDIX IIL
HEREDITARY MANAGERS OF PRATAPGAD
AND MAHABLESHWAR.
The Pingles.
Moro Trimal Pingle, the Prime Minister of
Shivaji, the founder of the Maratha Empire, built
the Fort of Pratapgad and the Temple of Mahable-
shwar in 1656. In recognition of his valuable ser-
vices Shivaji appointed him the manager of both the
places, and granted him a sanad to continue the
management perpetually in his family. In accordance
with the letter and spirit of the sanad, the management
of the temples at both the places have been to this
day continued to the family of this renowned Minister
of Shivaji. The Pingles are called Mujumdars at
Pratapgad and Vahiwatdars at Mahableshwar*
Their hereditary connection with these historical
places, their high descent, and the part they played
in the history of the Marathas, support a claim
for their mention in this book.
The ancestors of the Pingle family are said to be
known to fame as having held high and important
offices under the Mahomedan governments of Bijapur
and Golconda. The first person, who was selected by
Shahaji Bhosle in 1636, to be the manager of the coun-
try held by him in the Carnatic, on account of his